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The Groove Record Shop Reopens on Granby Street 
 
The Groove Record Shop has reopened in Downtown Norfolk after a 53 year absence. Located in 
The Metro at 401 A Granby on the corner of Granby and Freemason Streets, the new store will 
sell new and used vinyl, turntables and other related accessories. According to Paul Levine and 
his partner Steve Solomon: “our goal is to make the Groove a choice destination for artists, vinyl 
music fans -- anyone who's into music.”  As Steve explains: "We want a store that people can 
come to, hang out, listen to some great tunes or just chat about music, no matter if it's classic 
rock, R&B, Jazz, Classical, EDM  -- whatever.  Sure, sales are important but we feel we can 
cultivate a devoted clientele.”  The Groove also offers listening stations, WiFi, even a couch and 
chairs.  Levine adds: “We also want to provide local bands a place to “meet and greet their fans 
– even perform unplugged.” 
 
In 1949, Levine’s parents, Mike and Frances, opened Norfolk’s first record shop on Church Street.  
Needing more space, they soon moved their business to 439 Granby. Street.  A year later, 
needing even more space they moved next door to 441 where the store thrived until 1961 when 
a catastrophic fire forced the Groove to close.  During the time it was open, the Groove was a 
favorite “hangout” for local radio station DJs and artists in town for shows at the Norfolk Arena.  
It was not unusual to “bump” into performers like Dick Clark, Paul Anka, The Everly Brothers, 
Jackie Wilson, Chuck Berry, Laverne Baker or Bobby Darin and other stars of the day.   
 
Record company promoters often took advantage of Mike’s “ear” for hits.  Mike was also a 
natural promoter.  According to Paul: “To the day she died, my Mom swore that one night my 
dad jumped up out of bed, woke her up and said: "Frances, I've got the slogan for the store:  If 
it's on a disc, it's in the Groove."  David Olgivy the famous advertising guru who coined the 
term  "the Big Idea" would have been proud.“ That slogan has been the cornerstone of the 
Groove’s marketing for more than 50 years.  Mike also initiated the “live remote” with Brother 
Jack Holmes of radio station WRAP AM broadcasting live from the front window of the Granby 
Street store on Saturdays throughout the 50s. 
 
Mike was finally able to get back into the record business in 1971 at Pembroke Mall in Virginia 
Beach.  In 1974, the "little guy" (that would have been Paul) who sat on a tall stool behind the 
old NCR cash register at the Downtown Norfolk store almost every Saturday was able to fulfill 
his own lifelong dream and join his folks in the business.  In 1976, at Paul’s insistence, the name 
was changed back to the Groove and "If it's on a disc... was back."  At it's peak the Groove had 4 
stores located in Norfolk, Va. Beach, and Chesapeake Va.  In 1981 the family sold the locations 



to a local record chain.  According to Paul, “It was the right move at the right time; but, it was a 
sad day when I turned over the keys.” 
 
"When Steve and I decided to re-open the Groove many of our friends thought we were crazy,” 
says Levine.  “Some suggested we open a used typewriter store instead.   But I guess it’s it’s in 
my DNA and with the remarkable comeback of vinyl records in the face of declining sales of cds 
and digital downloads, I feel once again, it is the right move at the right time.”  Levine is quick to 
add: “There’s something very aesthetically pleasing about putting an album on the turntable, 
dropping the tone arm, then sitting back and letting the music wash over you.  To many, 
especially the younger buyers, vinyl just sounds better.” 
 
“As far as where to locate the shop, Downtown Norfolk was the only place to be.  There’s such 
tremendous energy.  One call to Buddy Gadams and we had our store.  I hope others retailers 
will come down and check it out.  With all the new residents, the fabulous eateries and the 
beautiful TCC campus we couldn’t ask for a better place to be.  
 
The Groove Record Shop is open Monday –Thursday from 10am – 6pm, Fridays from 10am to 
7(ish), and Saturday from 10am to 6pm. 
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