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The game is being raised in the NEON. This is going to be sick.

Alex Brewer, a.k.a. HENSE, will be painting the exterior of Glass Wheel Studio this fall. 

"After months of renovations and prepping our facade, we cannot wait to see HENSE's mural go up," said
Cheryl White, director of Glass Wheel Studio. "The colors and energy present in his work will infuse our
building and the blocks of Olney between The Chrysler and The Plot. Commissioning a mural is one of the
best ways we could think to support public art and add to the positive energy in The NEON District."

images | HENSE

 

There will be a celebration of the mural September 26 from 12pm-4pm at Glass Wheel. Music by DJ Lord
Thomas, food trucks, local craft beer, and a community art project---the whole nine. This is something
worth putting on the calendars right now. We haven't seen something quite like this in Hampton Roads.

 

"For nearly two decades, Brewer has created colorful and dynamic works of art across the world," Glass
Wheel states on the Facebook event. "From Australia to Atlanta, Detroit to Taipei, his pieces marry the
quick pace of graffiti with the gestural brushstrokes of abstract painting."
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HENSE's most recent piece was completed in Northam, Western Australia. The Huffington Post described
it as "Amoeba-like shapes bubble across a curved, concrete structure, gracing the functional building with
a playful air. The pink circles seem to dance across a yellow background, and the effect is both natural and
energizing." This work is fun.

 

What's happening inside Glass Wheel Studio will be just as exciting. Their selection committee is
somewhere along in the process of determining which dozen-or-so artists will be the inaugural class of
Glass Wheel. Special art is going to come out of this place. It's been a bit under the radar, but this is going
to be a significant addition not just to the NEON District, but to the contemporary art world in Virginia.

 

Can't wait, can't wait, can't wait.

 

 

It's going to be an exciting two months leading up to the NEON Festival, which is taking place October 15
and 16 in the neighborhood. You'll see a significant amount of public art--big and small, traditional and
more unexpected--popping up between now and then. On the festival nights there will be alleyway beer
gardens, busking, outdoor concerts, openings, pop-up shops, and a few very special surprises. Just as
Glass Wheel has a focus on collaboration, so does the NEON Festival, which is a partnership between the
Downtown Norfolk Council, Virginia Arts Festival, Chrysler Museum & Glass Studio, Business Consortium
for Arts Support, Pilot Media, and us, AltDaily.com. In the interest of disclosure, I'm a co-chair of the
festival, which is entering the first of what we hope are many years. 
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Back to HENSE. Part of the excitement is watching it unfold. HENSE's background is in illegal street art
around the Atlanta area, and he's kept some of his improvisational style intact. Here's what he told
Juxtapoz about a gigantic project in Lima:

“With all my exterior projects, I rarely use a preconceived sketch or concept to go off of. In
this case, I presented a few rough concepts to the school to express my vision for the
building. However, I always like to leave some room for creative freedom and spontaneity
while working.”

It's a very good time to be an art lover living in NFK, VA.
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The event is free and open to the public. For more info, keep in touch with the Glass Wheel Facebook
page. Here is the event on Facebook.
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he's not picking that battle. He's a former public school teacher in NYC and TV producer for BET. Email
him: jesse at altdaily.com.
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