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headquarters of PETA are in Norfolk. Women are addressed as, “Ma’am.” Dinner is an occasion 
to ditch jeans and try a dress. 

As I drifted to sleep in my comfortable suite at The Tazewell, local Virginian wine filled my 
happy belly and I rode a wave of tipsiness into a dreamland filled with men in dress whites 
saluting me from the bow of a ship. The second day of my getaway to Virginia would provide 
more than enough chances to glimpse bows of ships. Alas, no sailors. Yet my first turn on a 
Segway proved fruitful and I mastered the tricky device far quicker than my companions. Past 
ships, a tea house gifted by Taiwan to the city of Norfolk and ancient brownstones on bumpy 
cobblestone, tree-lined streets we rode. 

The farther I drove my Segway, the more I came to adore the places passing my vision. A turn in 
a kayak down the waterways which helm the city in, while also cutting it into pieces, reminded 
me of a more temperate Boston. Yet it was the local wine festival that followed our morning and 
completed our day that truly did away with any lingering negativity I still harbored. I learned that 
Virginia’s climate lends itself well to wine production and that Travel + Leisure proclaimed 
Virginia one of five up-and-coming wine regions that are a must-visit for those travelers who go 
where the wine is best. 



Norfolk is known as an uup-and-coming wine region; ssample varietalls at an annual autumn wine f
 

festival. 
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