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NORFOLK

Following last week's shootings on Monticello Avenue, the Downtown Norfolk Council is preparing for future large
events with a series of planning sessions with businesses and police.

Mary Miller, the council president, said she is talking to Police Chief Mike Goldsmith about the potential for quarterly
meetings among her group, police and entities such as The NorVa, Granby Theater and Seven Venues.

"If we can all communicate more together, I think in the long run we can all just make downtown a better place," Miller
said.

Two teens were shot April 5 at about 10 p.m. on Monticello Avenue during a concert at The NorVa. The Spring Break
Jam Fest, for those age 14 to 18, was sold out with about 1,400 teens inside and some unable to get in.

Police reported several incidents of gunfire, including the initial shooting between two males, and another near
MacArthur Center.

Police arrested several teenagers, including a 17-year-old, who they said was charged with possession of a firearm and
marijuana. Five boys, ages 14 to 17, also were arrested after two guns were found in their vehicle, police said.

Police have not made an arrest in the initial shooting, which resulted in injuries. Both victims were released from the
hospital.

The shootings were rare for downtown Norfolk, which is heavily policed. City employees known as downtown
ambassadors also patrol the area.

Miller said she knew about Spring Break Jam Fest, but the main concern was to keep teens from walking across the
light rail tracks. She said she was shocked when downtown ambassadors called her about the shootings.

What Delores Gee of Chesapeake witnessed from inside Max & Erma's restaurant illustrates the level of danger. She
and a group of girlfriends were celebrating her birthday, seated next to a window looking onto Monticello, when they
saw a group of boys around ages 14 to 15 arguing.

"We heard like five shots, and we all dove under the table," Gee said.

They saw a woman outside with a girl who appeared to be about 4 years old, crouching between two cars. Police and
what looked like 400 teens ran down the street.

"We were all shaken up because we understand that a stray bullet could have caught any one of us," Gee said.
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