
  

The Glass Wheel Studio, a new contemporary arts studio in Norfolk, opens Saturday, November 14, 2015. The 

nearly 100-year-old building features a commissioned mural painted by Atlanta artist Alex "Hense" Brewer. Stephen 

M. Katz  | The Virginian-Pilot 

  

Philadelphia artist Jon Goldberg arranges his exhibit at the Glass Wheel Studio's downstairs gallery. Stephen M. 

Katz | The Virginian-Pilot 

  

Philadelphia artist Jon Goldberg's "Optical Wheel" on exhibit at the Glass Wheel Studio's downstairs 

gallery. Stephen M. Katz  | The Virginian-Pilot 



  

North Carolina artist Natalie Abrams' work hangs in the Glass Wheel Studio's upstairs gallery - featuring original 

exposed brick and wooden beams. Her wax on panel pieces are inspired by coral reefs. Stephen M. Katz  | The 

Virginian-Pilot 

  

The Glass Wheel Studio, a new contemporary arts studio in Norfolk. The nearly 100-year-old building features a 

commissioned piece of neon artwork by local artist Hannah Kirkpatrick. Stephen M. Katz  | The Virginian-Pilot 

  

The Glass Wheel Studio's atrium features a commissioned piece by local artist Robin Rogers titled 

"Progression." Stephen M. Katz  | The Virginian-Pilot 



Glass Wheel Studio opens with new features, 

old touches 
By: Denise M. WatsonThe Virginian-PilotNovember 18, 2015 

One of the new touches on the old building is one of the most appropriate: A neon sign that 

blazes “Labor of Love,” under which the Glass Wheel’s studio artists must walk. 

At night, a red line thumps along the bottom of the letters, like a pulsing heartbeat. 

“That’s what art is,” said Cheryl White, director of the Glass Wheel Studio, “a labor of love.” 

After months of building and renovation, the Glass Wheel Studio opened Saturday Saturday, 

Nov. 14in the core of Norfolk’s arts district. 

The three-story building was constructed between 1910 and 1920 and housed Bell Motor Co. 

Inc. tires and accessories in its early life. It was later a studio and showroom for a potter who 

specialized in porcelain, and then became a residence. A few years ago, it was bought by a 

couple known for their art patronage – and anonymity – who reached out to White, who had 

spent years as a curatorial coordinator at the Chrysler Museum of Art. 

White knew that the Chrysler’s Glass Studio was drawing artists to the area. These artists 

thatneeded space to show and sell their work. She thought the spot at 128 W. Olney Road, an 

easy walk from the museum, could be that spot. 

In revamping the building, the front atrium and an elevator were added. The first floor and part 

of the second offer, with their wooden floors and exposed brick, provide room for rotating 

exhibitions. The Glass Wheel will feature all types of artwork, not just glass, White said. The 

rear of the second floor, and all of the third, are individual studios for the Studio Artists’ 

program. Artists apply to be selected for 13 spots and can stay up to a year working on their 

craft. 

The inaugural class includes students who’ve studied at the country’s top art schools to those 

who are self-taught, White said. The Glass Wheel was designed to be more than a gallery. 

“We want to have a space for artists to hold and have these conversations … a place to 

experiment, that’s OK for you to fail,” White said. “We want to be an incubator for extraordinary 

ideas.” 
 


