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DOWNTOWN NORFOLK COUNCIL WINS AWARD FOR PARK HAPPY 
2015 International Downtown Association selects winners 

 
NORFOLK, Va. – (August 2015) –During its 61st Annual Conference and Tradeshow, 
the International Downtown Association will recognize Downtown Norfolk Council (DNC) 
with a Merit Award for its Park Happy campaign.  
 
Park Happy was among 19 qualified entries in the category of marketing and 
communication. This category highlights plans or strategies that used, print, electronic 
media, or multimedia efforts to promote downtown and further the value of city centers. 
 
The program, to make parking easier in Downtown, was developed by DNC and the 
City of Norfolk. Parking initiatives include free two-hour enforced metered parking 
throughout downtown on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; free metered parking after 6 
p.m. daily, and all day Sunday; free two-hour enforced parking within the NEON Arts 
District; daytime monthly parking pass hours extended until 9 p.m. and special event 
collect-on-entry parking accepting cash AND credit cards. 
 
“This is a great project between the city and DNC to let people know about new parking 
opportunities in Downtown,” said Mary Miller, president and CEO of Downtown Norfolk 
Council. “We are particularly proud to be acknowledged by our peers for this smart and 
creative campaign for the program. It’s hard to make parking fun, but this campaign was 
able to achieve that goal.”  
 
The campaign elements included yellow balloons on all parking meters for the first 
Saturday launch, parking meter signage, banners in parking garages, signage in 
Downtown windows and elevators, coasters, print ads and web banner ads.  
 
“Downtown Norfolk Council’s project received the IDA Merit Award for delivering 
excellence in downtown management”, said David Downey, IDA President and CEO.  
“Each year the IDA Awards Jury recognizes organizations that utilize best practices in 
our industry. This campaign is a shining example of excellent downtown management 
delivering real value to the city.” 
 
The Washington, D.C. based International Downtown Association (IDA) is a champion 
for vital and livable urban centers and strives to inform, influence, and inspire downtown 
leaders and advocates. With 500 member organizations and thousands of 
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professionals, IDA is a guiding force in creating healthy and dynamic centers that 
anchor the well-being of towns, cities, and regions. 
 
Downtown Norfolk Council is a private, not-for-profit membership organization 
comprised of businesses and individuals working toward a dynamic, attractive and 
prosperous Downtown. DNC also manages the Downtown Norfolk Improvement District, 
a 48-block special services district with enhanced services that keep Downtown friendly, 
safe and spotless. Connect with Downtown Norfolk on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
or visit DowntownNorfolk.org.  
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