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NEON FESTIVAL TO ELECTRIFY NORFOLK’S NEW ARTS DISTRICT  

 
NORFOLK, Va. – (September 2015) – The first NEON Festival in Downtown Norfolk’s emerging 
arts district will be held October 15 and 16 from 5 to 10 p.m. The free festival transforms the New 
Energy of Norfolk (NEON) District into an arts destination with a multitude of public art projects and 
performances.  
 
Components of the festival include art exhibitions, large-scale murals and neon and light 
installations that will be added to NEON’s existing arts and performance venues. Local and 
national performers and musicians will provide entertainment at the Chrysler Museum of Art and 
Glass Studio, Work | Release, The Parlor, Push Comedy Theater, Zeke's Beans & Bowls and 
more. On Thursday evening, the NEON District will showcase pop-up entertainment with the 
region’s cultural partners. Pop-up markets with local crafts and vendors will be featured on Friday 
evening.  
 
The NEON Festival is co-chaired by Rachel McCall, special projects manager with Downtown 
Norfolk Council, and Jesse Scaccia, editor of AltDaily. “The NEON District has led to new 
businesses and jobs and increased tax revenue for the City of Norfolk,” said Scaccia. “What's so 
special about the NEON Festival is the raw inspiration. The 15-plus new pieces of art will last for 
years. This is a thrilling moment of transformation.” “Not only have we reinvented a portion of 
Downtown that was under developed, The NEON District is now a true arts and entertainment 
destination for the region,” added McCall. 
 
Highlights include: 
 
Project: We Can Create What We Can Imagine  
Artists: Esteban del Valle and Julia Rogers 
Location: 814 Granby Street 
New York muralist Esteban del Valle and local glass artist Julia Rogers are collaborating to create 
a stunning mural celebrating creativity and inspiration in the arts. The mural includes nods to 
Norfolk's history and coastal environment.  
 
Project: New Energy of Norfolk  
Artists: Richard Nickel and Clay McGlamory 
Location: 114 Brambleton Avenue 
Richard Nickel's colorful and playful work shows the upbeat spirit of the NEON District in the happy 
buildings and clouds depicted. Clay McGlamory's light installations add pops of energy to the 
mural. Together their mural will be a friendly welcome to the neighborhood. 
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Project: Bloom  
Artists: Carl Medley III and Charles Rasputin 
Location: 801 Boush Street  
Bloom uses imagery of pink roses and vampire teeth to create a juxtaposition everyone will want to 
photograph and share. The white space of the teeth can be used for video projections to create a 
truly dynamic work.  
 
Project: NEONing 
Artists: Joan Biddle 
Joan Biddle led volunteer teams to paint repeating patterns on sidewalks, fences and streets 
throughout the NEON District. The colors show the neighborhood's creative side but also mark a 
path for visitors to find major cultural venues and works of art. 
 
Project: Flash Light   
Artist: Bland Hoke 
Location: Scope, Monticello Avenue 
Flash Light is a large-scale installation of tiny reflectors covering the roof of Scope, commissioned 
by the City of Norfolk. The twinkling effect creates new engagement with a Norfolk landmark 
building.  
 
Project: Norfolk Nautical  
Artists: Chris Soria and Misha Tyutyunik 
Location: 724 Granby 
This is a collaborative mural by NYC artists who painted it for free because they were inspired by 
the NEON District and its community spirit. 
 
Project: Cementiscope 
Artists: Glassitorium 
Location: The Plot on Granby, 776 Granby Street  
This large interactive sculpture combines elements of a cement mixer and kaleidoscope. Public art 
team Glassitorium created it for the City of Norfolk to be displayed at the Plot in the NEON District. 
 
Project: Space Explorations  
Artist: James Akers and John Hickey 
Location: Exotic Home, 819 Granby  
A local glass artist created new neon installations for the existing mural on Exotic Home, inspired 
by space and exploring the unknown. 
 
Project: Mural by HENSE  
Artist: HENSE 
Location: Glass Wheel Studio, 128 W. Olney Road 
This three-story mural, by internationally known painter Alex Brewer (a.k.a. HENSE), covers the 
facade of Glass Wheel Studio. Featuring Brewer’s iconic and dynamic style, the work marries the 
quick, gestural brushstrokes of both graffiti and abstract painting. 
 
Project: Labor of Love 
Artist: Hannah Kirkpatrick 
Location: Glass Wheel Studio, 128 W. Olney Road  



The phrase “labor of love” is scrawled in the artist’s handwriting across 25 feet of the west side of 
Glass Wheel Studio. Pink neon illuminates the letters forming an EKG graph, or heartbeat and 
expresses the energy required to sustain one’s passions. 
 
Project: Progression 
Artist: Robin Rogers 
Location: Glass Wheel Studio, 128 W. Olney Road  
Comprised of three geodesic domes clad in mirrored and dichroic glass, this site-specific work will 

hang in the atrium of Glass Wheel Studio. The piece explores geometry, space and is inspired by 

glass’s ability to reflect and refract light. 

Project: GSA Student Neon Project 
Artists: Governor's School for the Arts students 
Location: Magazine Lane behind Exotic Home, 819 Granby  
Art students, led by a Chrysler Museum Glass Studio instructor, are creating a neon tree sculpture 
tucked away for the viewer to discover. The students were inspired by nature and its interaction 
with an urban environment. 
 
The Chrysler Museum of Art and the Glass Studio will host Third Thursday with 
entertainment and a beer garden featuring O’Connor Brewing Company from 5 to 10 p.m. at One 
Memorial Place. The Third Thursday After Party will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. at Work | Release, 
759 Granby Street. For a full list of art installations and entertainment, please visit 
www.neonnfk.com/festival. 
 
OPEN STREETS NFK 
On Friday evening, from 5 to 10 p.m., Granby Street, from Virginia Beach Boulevard to Brambleton 
Avenue, will be closed to vehicular traffic, making the street available to festival-goers for biking, 
walking, skating, dancing, playing and socializing. The NEON District is a vital link for alternative 
modes of transportation that connects Downtown with other areas of the city.  
 
Discussion regarding the establishment of an arts district started as far back as 2001. After the 
Commonwealth of Virginia passed legislation permitting localities to create “Arts and Cultural 
Districts” in 2009, there was interest by City Council and PlaNorfolk to support the creation of an 
arts district along with incredibly successful and impactful grassroots community effort.  In April 
2013, the City of Norfolk commissioned Dallas-based urban planning firm Better Block to deliver a 
stretch of Granby Street just north of Brambleton Avenue from a dilapidated eyesore into a thriving 
arts destination. Over the course of four days, hundreds of volunteers came together to give 
visitors a vision of what the block could be, complete with galleries, murals, live performances, 
pop-up retail, food vendors and more. The event was a huge success, and served as the spark for 
the official commissioning of the NEON District.  
 
The NEON Festival is presented by the Downtown Norfolk Council, the City of Norfolk, Virginia Arts 
Festival, Chrysler Museum of Art and Glass Studio, Sway Creative Labs and AltDaily. Generous 
support comes from the Business Consortium for Arts Support and The Virginian-Pilot. The NEON 
Festival is proud to serve O’Connor Brewing Company in the festival’s two beer garden locations in 
the NEON District. 
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Downtown Norfolk Council is a private, not-for-profit membership organization comprised of 
businesses and individuals working toward a dynamic, attractive and prosperous Downtown. DNC 
also manages the Downtown Norfolk Improvement District, a 48-block special services district with 
enhanced services that keep Downtown friendly, safe and spotless. Connect with Downtown 
Norfolk on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram or visit DowntownNorfolk.org.  
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