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NORFOLK

Jillian Dudley's goal for her twin toddlers, Harper and Sophia, was to hear "Green
Eggs and Ham" during story time Friday morning at the new Slover Library
downtown.

The girls had their own ideas. One 16-month-old climbed onto a chair, while the other
took off to explore, ending up in an area with a tiny kitchen set and toys.

"If they could talk, they'd tell you that they love it," said Dudley, who drove from
Virginia Beach for the library's grand opening.

The Dudleys and hundreds of others gathered in the 138,000-square-foot facility to
help usher in a new era for the city. The $65 million library at 235 E. Plume St.
includes a 3-D printer, 130 computers, a digital media lab, free Wi-Fi, video gaming
lounge and large touch-screens that can be used to search historic photos.

It also houses the Sargeant Memorial Collection, documents and photographs used
for historical and genealogical research.

There's a bistro and meeting space, comfy chairs and nooks for studying.

And, of course, there are books - more than 160,000 of them - along with other items
that can be borrowed. The shelves even have digital displays to access the library
catalog and visitors' accounts.

"This will be your new favorite place," Mayor Paul Fraim told the crowd before he and
Jane Batten checked out the first books.

Batten selected "Salt Water and Printer's Ink: Norfolk and Its Newspapers,
1865-1965," by Lenoir Chambers and Joseph E. Shank. Batten, with her late
husband, provided $40 million for the library. Frank Batten Sr. was the retired
chairman and chief executive officer of Landmark. He died in September 2009 at 82.

The library is named for Col. Samuel L. Slover, who helped raise Batten after his
father died. Slover founded The Virginian-Pilot and its parent company, Landmark
Communications, the predecessor to Landmark Media Enterprises. He served briefly
as Norfolk's mayor in 1933 and died in 1959.

"I think Frank would be absolutely thrilled," Batten told the audience at the event.
Slover, she added, probably wouldn't know what to think of the technology.

"It represents this century, which is nice," said Lillian Cooper, a Norfolk resident who
once worked in a library in New Jersey. She and her friend, Evelyn Foytik, both avid
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readers, took in the opening together.

More than 150 students from the city's public schools toured the library while adults
scrolled through photos on touch screens.

Parents oversaw their children climbing and crawling through openings on a padded
gym on the second floor.

A man walking by a stack of books with his son said they could get some cookbooks
for his wife. People admired the ornamental metal leaf sculptures above their heads
in the six-story tower that connects the Seaboard Building and Selden Arcade.

Stephanie Brazen decided to pay the library a visit because it was the only place she
could find a copy of the novel "Gone Girl," by Gillian Flynn.

"They had five copies; this is the last one," she said, holding it up. Her 18-month-old,
Christopher, waved at a large stuffed snowman and a Cat in the Hat in a nearby
cubby.

The giant cat with the red-and-white hat embodied the theme of the day: Oh, the
New Places You Will Go, based on the Dr. Seuss book of a similar name.

Dudley said she's excited that the library will have a number of events and offerings
for children Harper and Sophia's age, including early literacy classes.

"I could see us coming here every day."

Pilot writer Tim Eberly contributed to this report.


