
 
"The arts destination in the region": NEON Festival 
opens for second year in Norfolk 
  By Amir Vera  
  The Virginian-Pilot 
  September 18, 2016 

   

 
Vicki Cronis-Nohe | The Virginia 
Vivian Kleiner, 8, had an eyebrow painted during the NEON District's Family Day, held at The Plot on Sept. 
18, 2016. The four-day event in Norfolk's art district featured public art, entertainment, food, and live music. 
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Abby Senseman, 5, takes a moment to ponder her creation at Amanda Page Stephens' art booth during the 
NEON District's Family Day on Sept. 18, 2016, ending the art district's second annual festival in downtown 
Norfolk. The art created at the booth will be sent to terminally ill children. 
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William Harrison, 13, helps her sister Katherine, 8, strategize during an oversized chess game during the 
NEON District's Family Day on Sept. 18, 2016. 
	
NORFOLK 
 
Two additional days led to bigger crowds and more exposure for the arts district 
as the city hosted the second NEON Festival over the weekend. 
 
The event looked to celebrate art in Norfolk and bring residents from all over 
Hampton Roads to show the “New Energy of Norfolk.” Rachel McCall, special 
projects manager with the Downtown Norfolk Council, said this year the festival 
added a family day. 
 
“We wanted to make it more inclusive,” she said. “Last year we had a lot of 
families come, which we were surprised at, so we thought we’d do something 
special for them.” 
 
Along with giving the community a glimpse at the artistic side of Norfolk, the 
additional days brought a puppet show and animals from the Virginia Zoo. 
 
Lillian Scott, 6, said she enjoyed NEON. She came with her grandmother Nellie 
Miller of Virginia Beach. 
 
“It’s nice, there’s a lot of children with a lot of smiles on their faces,” Miller said. 



 
NEON also offered visitors and residents an opportunity to see the district’s 
murals, as volunteers led tours to explain the background of each one. 
 
“We want people to know this is the arts destination in the region,” McCall said. 
 
Mary Miller, president and CEO of the Downtown Norfolk Council, said the eight- 
to 10-block NEON district became official in 2013. 
 
“It’s been talked about as an art district for years,” Miller said. 
The festival came about as a celebration of art, but soon community members 
got involved and it became not only an art festival but exposure for area 
businesses as well. Stacy Galbreath of Virginia Beach, who came with her 
husband, Andy, said she was introduced to Work | Release and Zeke’s Beans & 
Bowls through the festival. 
 
“Had we not come to this, we wouldn’t have known about these businesses,” she 
said. 
 
The promotion of both the arts district and the businesses within it has had great 
feedback, McCall said. 
 
“We get a lot of great comments,” she said. “I’m always surprised at how much 
positivity and enthusiasm we get from the art district.” 
 
The festival also illustrates the diversity of Hampton Roads. 
“It brings everyone from every demographic together,” Miller said. 
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